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JRAL’s Winter Paint-In at For Art’s 
Sake on Feb. 24 Was Great Fun!

NEWSLETTER 
Visit the JRAL Website   ⎮  “Like” JRAL on Facebook

Coming Up in March & April: 

Susan Norkus to Provide ICA Update on March 16th
Susan Norkus, Membership & Development Coordinator for the 
soon-to-open Institute for Contemporary Art in Richmond, will 
speak to JRAL at the March 16th meeting, 11:00 am, St. Matthew’s 
Church.  She will give us an update about the ICA, which is 
scheduled to open on April 21. 

Virginia Commonwealth University’s Institute for Contemporary Art, a new, 
non-collecting contemporary art facility, has been in the works for several years.  
Designed by Steven Holl Architects, the ICA sits at the intersection of Belvidere 

and Broad Street.  It will showcase a slate of changing 
exhibitions and programs, hoping “to explore new ideas, 
provide a forum for dialogue and collaboration across the 
region, and provide a new environment for artists and scholars 
from around the world to test unconventional and challenging 
ideas.” 

Norkus, a North Carolina native, is a recent graduate of VCU’s School of the 
Arts, where she earned a Master’s Degree in Art History with a concentration in 
Museum Studies. During graduate school, she co-curated Anywhere But Now, an 
installation of contemporary art, at the historic Wilton House Museum, and has 
held internships at VCU’s Anderson Gallery and the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts prior to her work with the ICA.  

Susan is this year’s Rising Star Award recipient from the Virginia Association of 
Fundraising Executives (VAFRE).

“Love Connection” is the Theme for  
April’s Artist Challenge
The theme for JRAL’s annual Artist Challenge is 

“Love Connection” and will be presented on 
April 20th, 11:00 am, at St. Matthew’s Church.  
The annual Challenge has been moved to April, 
an “off month” when there is no business 
portion of the meeting, to give our guest 
reviewer, artist and instructor Thomas Bradshaw, 
plenty of time to speak to each painting 
presented for this program and critique. 

“Love Connection” is the connection you feel for 
anyone or anything that brings joy to your life. This is your opportunity to paint 
your own expression of a heartfelt “Love Connection”  (“G” rated only, please!)

It’s not too late for you to answer this year’s Artist Challenge…still lots of time 
left to create an reflection of your favorite Love Connection.

JRAL Welcomes New Members 

We welcome (above, L to R)  Bonnie 
Jordan, Jean Fahed, Laura Blaylock, 
Sandra Nye Moran, and Gay Plack, five 
artists who were inducted as new members 
of the James River Art League by the 
Executive Board at its March 2nd meeting.

• Bonnie, sponsored by Garry-Lou Upton, is 

an oil artist from Mechanicsville. 

• Jean, sponsored by Alice Goode, is a 

mixed media, collage, and acrylic artist 
from Henrico.


• Laura, sponsored by Keiko Bell, is a 
watercolor artist from Richmond.


• Sandra, sponsored by Garry-Lou Upton, is 
a watercolor artist from Richmond.


• Gay, sponsored by Diana Robinson, is a 
watercolor artist from Henrico.  


A short membership Q&A will be held after 
the March 16th meeting, to help new 
members from November and March (and 
any other members with questions) learn 
more about JRAL.

https://www.jamesriverartleague.com
https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
https://www.jamesriverartleague.com
https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
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Glenmore Yoga 
10442 Ridgefield Pkwy 

Henrico 23233 
Jan.10-Mar. 7, 2018

Drop Off: Wednesday Jan. 10 
Pick Up: Wednesday Mar. 7 

12:30-1:00 pm

Cultural Arts Center-Glen Allen 
Gumenick Gallery 

2880 Mountain Rd. 
Glen Allen 23060 

“Stories of the Greatest 
Generation” 

Jan. 25-Mar. 19

Drop Off: Monday Jan. 22 
Pick Up: Monday Mar. 19 

9:30-10:00 am 
 

Crossroads Art Center 
Side Car Gallery 

2016 Staples Mill Rd 
Richmond 23230 
Mar. 16-May 17

Drop Off: Thursday Mar. 8 
10:00-10:30 am 

Pick Up: Monday May 7 
10:00-10:30 am 

Reception: Friday, Mar. 16, 6-9 pm

For Art’s Sake Gallery & Studio 
9770 Gayton Road 

Henrico 23238 
Apr. 2-Apr. 30 

Theme:  Spring!

Drop Off: Monday Apr. 2 
10:00-10:30 am 

Pick Up: Monday Apr. 30 
10:00-10:30 

Reception: Friday Apr 13, 5-8 pm

Capital One 
Private Exhibit-Not Open to Public


Feb. 16-June 2

Drop Off: Friday Feb. 16


Pick Up: Saturday June 2, 9:30-10:00

Tuckahoe Area Library 
1901 Starling Dr. 
Henrico 23229 

May 1-31 
New Members Exhibit

Drop Off: Tuesday May 1 
9:30-10:00


Pick Up: Thursday May 31 
9:30-10:00

First UU Church 
1000 Blanton Avenue 

Richmond 23221 
June 4-July 30 

“Peoples Choice” Awards

Drop Off: Monday June 4 
9:30-10:00 am 

Pick Up: Monday July 30 
9:30-10:00 am 

Reception: Sunday June 10, 2-4 pm

2017-18 Program Schedule 

• March 16: Update on Institute of 
Contemporary Art’s progress by 
Susan Norkus


• April 20: Annual Artist Challenge 
presentations and guest artist 
critique by Thomas Bradshaw.  
Challenge theme is “Love 
Connection.”  (No business 
meeting; see Challenge details in 
the story on page one.)


• May 18: Focus on the Artists and Art 
Instructors of JRAL; Annual Meeting 
to wrap up the year

Exhibit Schedule — Winter-Spring 2018

CACGA Reception on January 25  
Opened One of JRAL’s Most Impressive Shows 

Some candid photos from the 
reception, including a bit of 
“life imitating art” from David 
Cheatham & Marla Coleman.

Visit JRAL’s Facebook Page! 

Dalhia Cavazos 
recently 
volunteered to take 
on JRAL’s 
Facebook site. 

She reports that “It is exciting organizing 
information for the posts and I’ve recently 
started spotlighting artwork showing at the 
Crossroads member show.” 
With her JRAL Facebook posts, Dalhia plans 
to include 
• JRAL meetings and exhibits
•  Articles of general art interest
• Events and news of interest to our group
• Local art news
• Interesting information from other art 

group/FB pages
The posts will make it easy to share upcoming 
events and general information about JRAL 
with friends and family.  
Dalhia reminds us that “It’s important to 
share our information and to like/follow the 
JRAL Facebook page. Social media is about 
engaging and building a larger audience; when 
people ‘Like’ & ‘Follow’ the JRAL page, their 
friends will see it in their newsfeeds; and that 
might bring additional fans.”
Please let Dalhia know what you think of the 
posts with comments; and if you ‘Like’ the 
posts that you think are good, it will help her 
know what direction to take with the 
information she shares, going forward.
Dalhia looks forward to seeing everyone on 
Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
https://www.facebook.com/jamesriverartleague
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Member News & Notes
Exhibits: 

• Dani Ashbridge and Anne Negus are having a duo-exhibit entitled “Loosely 
Defined” at For Art’s Sake Gallery and Studio, Gayton Crossing Shopping Center, 
Henrico County.  It opened February 26 and runs through April 2; the opening 
reception is Friday, March 9, 5-8 pm. (Pictured at left: “Unattended”, Dani 
Ashbridge; “Always Take the Back Roads”, Anne Negus)

• Bill Campbell’s painting  “Ms. Cool” has been selected for the Louisiana 
Watercolor Society exhibition to be held in New Orleans in May.  Bill’s is one of 75 paintings chosen from entries from all over 
the world, including China, Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong, France, Greece and throughout the US.

• During March and April, the JRAL Gallery at Crossroads will feature work from Coakley Brown, Dalhia Cavazos, David 
Cheatham, Arlene DeConti, and Jan Priddy.  Opening reception is March 16, 6-9 pm.

• BuyRVAart’s online exhibit entitled “Food” in January-February included paintings by Mike Haubenstock and Elizabeth 
Hood.

 Awards & Sales: 

• Dalhia Cavazos won two awards in Uptown Gallery’s recent Passion for Purple exhibition: “Cosmic 
Violet” (seen at right) won Third Place and “Bishop Purple Cat” won Honorable Mention.  

• Jan Priddy and Dalhia Cavazos have sold their paintings “Kidds Fork PO” and “Veteran” (respectively) from 
JRAL’s current “Stories of the Greatest Generation” exhibit at the Cultural Arts Center in Glen Allen.

• Kay Hansell sold two paintings from her wall at Crossroads Art Center during January, “Mother Takes Us 
Home” (watercolor), and “Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab” (acrylic).

• Charlene Lehto sold her watercolor painting “Peaceful Winter Stream” from the JRAL exhibit at Tuckahoe 
Library in December.

• Betty Eddowes sold two paintings from the JRAL Gallery at Crossroads in January.
• Susan Hutcheson sold her painting “Salty’s Chair” from the winter Tuckahoe Artists Association exhibit at Crossroads Art 

Center.

Et Cetera: 

• Marla Coleman shares with us a note she received from two friends who visited JRAL’s “Stories of the Greatest Generation” at 
the Cultural Arts Center in February:  “Jack and I spent a rainy dreary two hours Sunday afternoon being totally inspired at the 
"Stories of the Greatest Generation" art show at the Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen. Marla Coleman's 
painting used in the newspaper review was even more vivid to see, but there were dozens more works and 
each one told a story of an intimate and personal connection to family in the greatest generation. This was 
historic preservation at its finest.  Nancy Haar”

• Our thanks to watercolor artist and instructor Doug Mock for a wonderful demo at the February meeting.  
His “Painting the Child” presentation was enjoyable, informative, and inspirational.

In Memoriam 

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Jane Cox, who passed away suddenly on February 4th while on 
vacation in Florida.  Jane joined JRAL in 2007, and served as President in 2009-2011.  In subsequent years Jane also 
served as Secretary, 2nd Vice President/Parliamentarian, and Community Outreach Committee Chair.  It is this 
latter role that was nearest to her heart, as she guided JRAL in its support of Richmond Public Schools through the 
George Wythe High School Art Program, as well as other community projects.

In the RT-D obituary, Jane was remembered this way: “Mrs. Cox had more friends than most have acquaintances. She 
was honest to a fault, stern to wrong-doers, an enemy of the pompous, a lover of small children and cats, tough as a registered 
letter from the IRS, an enricher of many lives. More than can be counted will miss her terribly.”  Jane, indeed, is sorely missed.  
JRAL has made a donation to Spirit Rising, a Native American charity based in West Point, VA, in her honor.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT… 
The Best of JRAL 

We’ve all been saddened by the recent loss of Jane Cox. Jane 
spent most of her years as a JRAL member volunteering in 
various leadership roles on our board. Her unfailing good humor, kindness, 
warmth, inclusiveness and common sense formed an appealing 
combination of graciousness and practicality, and her watercolor paintings 
were beautiful and charming.  Jane has been a role model for me from 
when I first became a member and joined the board, and in particular for 
my current role. Jane Cox really epitomized the best of JRAL and she will 
be very much missed by all of us.


Our members have also demonstrated the best of JRAL in the “Stories of 
the Greatest Generation” exhibit, which is currently still up at the Cultural 
Art Center of Glen Allen.  Participating members put their personal 
histories and emotions into their art and their stories.  As I read the stories 
and studied the art, I felt that I was forming a new connection to each artist 
and getting a glimpse into their lives or emotions; each piece provoked an 
emotional response from me.  And that’s what the best art does, doesn’t 
it?  Many of the guests at the reception sought me out to tell me how 
much they were struck by the exhibit and how important they felt it was.  
We’ve heard the same from other visitors since the reception. So, kudos to 
our participating members who dove in wholeheartedly, to the team of 
folks who worked hard to make this exhibit happen, and to all of our 
League for supporting something new.  That really is the best of James 
River Art League.

          Elizabeth Hood         

The James River Art League is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization of more than 100 member artists from 

throughout Central Virginia whose goal is to 
encourage the creation and appreciation of the 

visual arts.  The James River Art League Newsletter 
is published bi-monthly in support of JRAL programs 

and the activities of its membership.  Copyright 
2018: The James River Art League — all rights 

reserved.   
Editor 2017-2019: Stella Jones, stellaj17@gmail.com

JRAL Executive Board 2017-2019 

Officers 
President: Elizabeth Hood

1st VP & Program Chair: Les Camphuysen

2nd VP: Maryanne Evans

Secretary: Dianne Smith

Treasurer: Terry Atkinson


Committee Chairs 
Program Co-Chair: Gigi Vranian

Membership: Carol Baron

Exhibits: David Cheatham

Gallery:  Mike Haubenstock & 	  
	 Rosemary McKnight

Hospitality: Bonnie Shelor &

	 Suzanne Spooner-Munch

Publicity: Dale Berry

Communications: Lois Shipley

Community Outreach: Connie deBordenave

Newsletter: Stella Jones

Archivist: Cathy Kresan

Ad Hoc-Gallery at Crossroads: Betty Eddowes 
	 & Elizabeth Hood (interim)

Do You Know the Gallery Rules? 

Mounting a dozen or so exhibitions each year is 
no simple task!  JRAL is justly proud of its 
exhibit schedule, and of Exhibits Chair David 
Cheatham, and Gallery Co-Chairs Rosemary 
McKnight and Mike Haubenstock, who put in 
blood, sweat, and sometimes a few tears, to 
make our shows possible.

So please do your part!  If you’re new to JRAL, 
or just haven’t reviewed them lately, please go to 
the JRAL website’s Exhibits page and look at 
the Gallery Rules.  Go to 
jamesriverartleague.com/2017-2018-exhibit-
information and scroll to the bottom of the 
page, then click on the “Hanging Rules” button.  
Or visit the Members Only section of the 
website to also find the Gallery Rules.  

It takes a few guidelines for our exhibitions to 
run smoothly…be sure to familiarize yourself 
with them.  

Your Exhibits/Gallery Team thanks you!

Notes from March 2nd Executive Board Meeting… 

At JRAL’s Executive Board meeting on March 2, after jurying in five new members, 
discussions included the following items:
• We welcomed Connie deBordenave who is assuming the position of Community 

Outreach Chair, following the death of Jane Cox.
• JRAL’s annual award to an outstanding art student at George Wythe High School 

has been named The Jane Nichols Cox Award, and our continuing contributions to 
GWHS’s art program will be designated The Jane Nichols Cox Fund, in memory of 
Jane’s exemplary service to JRAL and in honor of her dedication to Richmond 
Public Schools’ students.

• Results of the recent member survey were introduced.  Membership Chair Carol 
Baron announced that we had 98 responses…a much higher response than to any 
previous survey.  The prize drawing for survey participants will be held at the 
March 16th meeting; the Board will be analyzing and working with the survey 
results in the coming months.  

• The future of the JRAL Gallery at Crossroads was discussed.  Although 
recognized as a valuable asset to JRAL and its members, we still have not found a 
new Co-Chair for the Crossroads Gallery Team, and it is increasingly harder to 
fill all the bi-monthly slots. 

• The Hospitality Committee wants to thank all the members who have 
contributed to the refreshment table at our meetings, and to remind members 
that everyone should plan to participate by donating a food or beverage item at 
least once each year.  Sign up sheets are available at every meeting.

mailto:stellaj17@gmail.com
https://www.jamesriverartleague.com/2017---2018-exhibit-information.html
https://www.jamesriverartleague.com/2017---2018-exhibit-information.html
mailto:stellaj17@gmail.com
https://www.jamesriverartleague.com/2017---2018-exhibit-information.html
https://www.jamesriverartleague.com/2017---2018-exhibit-information.html

