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NEWSLETTER

MEETING AGENDA FOR JANUARY       
Due in part to the fact that our 
November meeting was cancelled, 
JRAL now finds itself with a very full 
meeting agenda for January. 

Lynn Bayliss, who was scheduled to 
speak at the November meeting, will 
be presenting a 45 minute program 
entitled “Adele Williams:  A 
Departure from Stereotype.”  In her 
presentation she will be sharing the 
findings of her research into the life 
of this prolific painter who was born 
in Richmond in 1868 and died here 
in 1952.  We gratefully appreciate 
Lynn’s willingness to reschedule 
from November to January. 

Following a break for lunch 
refreshments, we will hear from 
Nisha Grant, Development Manager 
of Art 180, a local non-profit that 
exists for the purpose of providing 
art-related programs for young 
people living in challenging 
circumstances and encouraging 
personal and community change 
through self-expression.  In keeping 
with our mission, which is “to 
encourage the creation and 
appreciation of good art,” the JRAL 
Board is considering making a 
connection with and a monetary 
donation to this organization.  In 
order to learn more about Art 180, 
we have invited Nisha to come and 
spend about 20 minutes telling us 
about their programs and 
entertaining questions from our 
membership. 

To read more about Art 180 and its 

mission, motivation and operating 
model, please go to www.art180.org. 

Also on the agenda will be the 
selection of a new logo for the Art 
League (or a decision to retain the 
current logo, if the membership 
prefers).  Our Logo Committee will 
present the top four entries selected by 
the Board out of thirteen creative 
designs that were submitted, and a 
final selection will be made by the 
members present. 

In addition to choosing a logo, we will 
also have the opportunity to select a 
theme for the July show.  (See box on 
page 2.) 

Please plan to arrive on time on the 
21st; so we can begin promptly at 
11:30, and be prepared for some 
interesting and lively discussions! 

 

Important Reminder! 
Don’t forget to drop off your paintings 
at Crossroads Art Center on Saturday, 
January 15, for the JRAL exhibit that 
goes up in “Gallery One” on January 
21.  There will be a Crossroads Indoor 
Artwalk & Open House on Friday 
opening night from 6:00 to 9:00 pm; so 
be sure to invite your friends, family 
and patrons to come see all the 
wonderful artwork. 

New pieces will also be up on the 
JRAL (semi-permanent) wall where 
Beth Bradford is featuring paintings of 
the “creatures in our lives and 
imaginations.” 

 



 JRAL NEWSLETTER                         PAGE 2 of 6 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy New Year! The JRAL Board welcomed 2011 on 
January 7 at our first meeting of the new year. We missed Karen 
Witthoefft, who is beginning medical treatment for her illness; 
and Norma Haigh, who is recovering after surgery in late 
December. We send them both our warmest wishes. 

We begin 2011 with 71 members, having had three resignations 
and the addition of a new member, Chip Lipscomb. Welcome 
Chip! 

Suzie Counts has taken over the challenging job of arranging 
exhibits while Karen is away. Our next show goes up January 15 
at Crossroads Art Center, with a reception on January 21. Be 
sure to also enjoy the JRAL Wall at Crossroads with the exhibit 
of paintings depicting animals in our lives and imaginations. 
Beth Bradford always does a great job with our wall. 

Thirteen logos were submitted to the Board as a result of the 
JRAL logo challenge. The Board selected 4, plus our current 
logo, to present to the membership on January 21.  All entries 
were creative and imaginative, making the final choices difficult.  

The Board also voted to have at least one show with a theme 
this year. The first show will be the Montpelier exhibit this 
summer.  We narrowed the possible themes to three, and will 
select the winning theme at the January meeting.  

As you can see, the next meeting will be a busy one.  There will 
also be the presentation by Dr. Mary Lynn Bayliss, scheduled for 
the November meeting, which was canceled because of a 
funeral at St. Matthew’s.  And Nisha Grant will enlighten us on 
the mission and accomplishments of the organization ART180. 

If all goes as planned, I will leave for Ft. Myers Beach on 
January 15 and will miss being with you on the 21st.  As I look 
out at snow this morning, I am hoping for warm weather down 
south, or at least warmer weather.  

                                     

 

 

 

 

Themed Art Shows 
The JRAL Board has decided to 
establish a theme for the summer 
exhibit that will be held at Montpelier 
in July, feeling that this will provide a 
cohesive look and feel to the show 
and create a nice focus for 
promotional materials and publicity. 

The three following themes have been 
chosen to present to the membership 
for a vote at the January meeting: 

“Flora and Fauna” – a broad theme 
that encompasses every form of 
vegetation from landscapes to flower 
arrangements and animal life from 
wild geese to pet portraits. 

“Water” – another broad category 
that covers any type of water or water-
related activity, including seas, ponds, 
rivers, waterfalls, marshes, beaches, 
boats, fishermen, swimmers, rain, the 
kitchen sink, you name it. 

“Favorite Places” – these could be 
vacation spots like the beach or the 
mountains or domestic or foreign 
travel destinations, but could also 
include a back porch, a cozy chair or 
neighborhood café. 

Be thinking about which theme 
appeals to you and we will make a 
decision at the meeting.  Our objective 
is to have at least one themed show a 
year (possibly more), to keep themes 
broad in scope and announce them as 
far in advance as possible. 
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September 17 – Slash Coleman, professional storyteller, talks about how to discover the story you want to tell 

 through your art. 

 
October 15 – Fine Arts and Flowers:  2010 at VMFA 
 
November 19 – Lynn Bayliss, local author, will speak on “Adele Williams:  A Departure from Stereotype” 
  (Rescheduled for January) 

 
December 10 – Holiday Luncheon at the Colony Club – signup at the November meeting 
 
January 21 – Lynn Bayliss on Adele Williams, followed by Presentation on Art 180  

and Logo Design Contest winner announcement 

 
February 18 – Guided tour of Staples Fine Art followed by lunch at a local restaurant 
 
March 18 – Jay Barrows, local art dealer noted for his work with the Lewis family 

 
April 15 – Field trip to National Portrait Gallery and Smithsonian American Art Museum 
 

May 20 – Robert L. Caldwell, artist, shares his passion for art and nature 

2010 -2011 Program Schedule 

February Field Trip to Staples Fine Art 
Program Chairman, Lois Shipley, has arranged for us to 
have a guided tour of Staples Fine Art Services for our 
field trip on Friday, February 18.  Staples, one of the 
founders of the giclee printmaking industry, has grown to 
become a “global” art services organization, providing 
many integrative services for creative professionals under 
one roof. 

On the day of the program we will meet at Staples at 10:30 
am.  The location is near Gaskins and Broad.  Lois will 
provide detailed directions at the January meeting.  Lunch 
will follow at Kona Grill, 11221 W Broad St (near Whole 
Foods).  Cost for lunch is $25, including soup, sandwich, 
salad, beverage, dessert, tax and gratuity.  Contact Lois to 
sign up, and make your check out to JRAL and give to 
Nancy Foley.  Guests are welcome. 

Visit www.staplesfineart.com for more information about 
this company and the services they provide. 

 

 

Friends enjoyed a delightful holiday 
luncheon at the Colony Club in 

December! 
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 JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    2011201120112011    ––––    JulyJulyJulyJuly    2011201120112011    ExhibitExhibitExhibitExhibit    ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule    

Please note changes underlined in bold italics! 
 

Crossroads Art Center – 2016 Staples Mill Rd, Richmond 

Gallery One 
40 paintings/20 artists 
Drop off Saturday, January 15, 10:00 am 
Pick up Tuesday, March 8, 10:00 am 
Free Public Reception Friday, January 21, 6:00 - 9:00 pm 
Gallery takes 40% commission 
 
Note the show that was previously scheduled to be held at 
Bank of America in March has been cancelled. 
 
An unofficial JRAL exhibit at Our Lady of Hope may take place in 
March.  Details to be announced. 
 

Uptown Gallery  Loft – 1305 West main St, Richmond 
50 paintings/25 artists + some three dimensional works 
Drop off Saturday, March 26, 11:00 am - noon 
Pick up Saturday, May 28, 2:00 - 3:00 pm 
First Friday Art Walks & Receptions April 1 & May 6, 5:00 - 9:00 pm 
Gallery takes 30% commission 
 

James Center Atrium – 901 East Cary St, Richmond 
James River Art League Annual juried show 
70 paintings maximum 
Drop off Saturday, June 4, 9:30 - 10:00 am 
Pick up Saturday, June 25, 9:30 - 10:00 am 
Reception & Awards Presentations Sunday, June 12, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
 

Montpelier Center for the Arts – 17205 Mountain Rd, Montpelier, VA 
60 paintings/30 artists 
Drop off Friday, July 1, 10:00 - 11:00 am 
Pick up Sunday, July 31, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
Reception Sunday, July 10, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
Gallery takes 30% commission 

Exhibit/Contact Chairman:   
 
Suzie Counts (Acting) 
784-1228 (h) 
suzieart@comcast.net  
 
The Exhibit/Contact 
Chairman is in charge of 
procuring new and existing 
exhibit areas and shall be 
the liaison between the 
League and the public. 
 
 

Gallery Chairman a.k.a. 
“Hangman”: 
 
Collin Hoskins 
677-7524 (c) 
chah@verizon.net 
 
The Gallery Chairman is in 
charge of hanging all art 
shows and exhibits.  The 
membership is required to 
aid the Gallery Chairman 
when called upon to do so. 

 

Gallery Rules require that all paintings must be in ready-to-hang condition with picture wire firmly attached (not 
strung too taut, please).  Clip type hangers are not acceptable. 

In consideration of your fellow artist members, please do not deliver paintings late, pick up paintings early or 
neglect to pick up paintings from any exhibit or from any other member you have made an arrangement with! 

A “Buddy System” has been instated to help members who may have difficulty getting paintings to exhibits.  Call 
Karen Witthoefft or Gigi Vranian if you need someone to help you get your painting to a show.  Our goal is for every 
member who wants to participate in a show to have the opportunity to do so. 
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Member News and Announcements 

The James River Art League is 
pleased to welcome the 
following new member: 
 
 William H. (Chip) Lipscomb III 
 1206 Essex Avenue 
 Richmond, VA 23229  
 804 285-0220 
wlipscomb@acanthusdesign.com 
 
The Board has regretfully 
accepted resignations from the 
following members: 
 
 Murside Jean 
 Michelle Rosman 
 Beverly Walters 
 
We currently have seventy-one 
members, with four members at 
risk of forfeiting their membership 
due to non-payment of dues for 
the 2010-2011 year. 

Karen Witthoefft is beginning 
treatment for her thymoma this 
month.  We keep her and her 
family in our thoughts and 
prayers.  Karen’s daughter, 
Susan, has created a site for her 
at www.carepages.com where 
we can follow Karen’s progress, 
learn more about her illness and 
send messages of support. 

Norma Haigh is recovering from 
surgery in late December and 
doing well by all accounts; 
however, she says it is “slow 
going.”  Hope to see you back in 
action soon, Norma. 

Sandy Bruton recently had a 
bout with Shingles, but she is 
feeling well now, thank you. 

We’d love to hear your 
news.  We can’t write about 
it, if we don’t know about it.  
Please submit news to Mary 
Kent at  278-8917 or at 
mary.kent1@verizon.net for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 

The deadline for news to be 
included in the March 
newsletter is Friday, March 
4, 2011. 

Thirty-one JRAL members 
participated in the Tuckahoe 
Library exhibit with 54 
paintings.  A great turnout! 

For Arts Sake Studio and 
Gallery is having their annual 
juried student show at the 
James Center with many JRAL 
members participating.  
Reception and awards 
ceremony Friday, January 14, 
5:30 - 7:30 pm. 

Gigi Vranian wants to remind 
new members to return the 
“Permission to Publish” forms 
found in their new member 
packages to her. By filling in 
the Name of the Artist and 
signing under the permission 
area, you create a generic 
signature page that can be 
used to grant permission to use 
images of your paintings in 
future publications or on the 
JRAL website, if desired.  You 
would of course be contacted 
for more specifics before 
reproducing any image. 

This applies to anyone who has 
joined the Art League over the 
past year, who has not already 
returned a form.  See Gigi, if 
you have questions. 

                                
Here’s one for all you Barbara Kingsolver fans out there: 

The Lacuna, a book of historical fiction by Barbara Kingsolver. 

This is a fascinating story told through the diaries and letters of 
Harrison William Shepherd, a half-Mexican, half-American boy, who 
grows up with his mother in Mexico and eventually relocates to 
Asheville, NC.  The book is about a lot of things besides art, but it 
provides a fascinating glimpse into the world of Diego Rivera, his 
wife, painter Frida Kahlo, and the last days of the Bolshevik/Marxist 
revolutionary, Leon Trotsky, in exile in Mexico. 

“If you are an admirer of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, reading this 
book will be like contemplating their art.  The story mirrors the politics 
and history portrayed in Rivera’s murals and the pain and beauty of 
Kahlo’s paintings.  If you enjoy reading historical fiction, this is a 
beautifully written example.”  (Reviewer on Amazon) 



 JRAL NEWSLETTER                         PAGE 6 of 6 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

About Our OrganizationAbout Our OrganizationAbout Our OrganizationAbout Our Organization    
The James River Art League was 
originally organized by members of 
a painting class taught by Helen 
Bailey. Through Helen’s persuasion, 
an art league was formed south of 
the James River in 1964. At that 
time, the meetings were held in a 
small white house on the grounds of 
the Westover Hills School. Over the 

JAMES RIVER ART LEAGUE 
 
 

President, Jane Cox 
4604 W Grace St 

Richmond, VA 23230 
 

(804) 358-1697 
janenealcox@comcast.net 

 
MEETINGS 

Third Friday of each month 
11:30 am 

September-May 
St Matthews Church 
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Mary Kent 
 

(804) 278-8917 
Mary.kent1@verizon.net 

 
This newsletter is published 
 Bi-monthly September-May 

JRAL 
Mary Kent 
5 Tow Path Circle 
Richmond, Va. 23221 

  

  

years, their membership grew, and soon 
the League included members from 
across the James River, and into the 
City of Richmond and beyond.  Today 
we are 71 members strong and growing.  
We welcome inquiries and applications 
from artists in the Richmond area 
seeking to make connections. 

www.jamesriverartleague.org 

 

 

Our MissionOur MissionOur MissionOur Mission    Statement:Statement:Statement:Statement:    
To encourage the creation To encourage the creation To encourage the creation To encourage the creation and and and and appreciation of goappreciation of goappreciation of goappreciation of good artod artod artod art    

 


